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Baseball Bulletin 2025-4
March 3, 2025
From:  Frank Grubb, Director of Officiating Development
· On-line State Rules Meeting – The Online State Rules Interpretation meeting is available now in Dragonfly and will be available through March 25th. If you don’t have either an online state meeting or an in-person state meeting after March 25th, you will be able to view the State meeting with a $50 penalty until April 15th.  To access the online SRI meeting:

1. Log in to Dragonfly.
2. Click on my information under the OHSAA section of your profile.
3. Under OHSAA click on the Prep for 2024-25 box
4. Next to the 2025 SRI Meeting (Baseball):  OHSAA Points of Emphasis, select the “Start” option on the right-hand side.

· In-person State Rules Interpretation meetings – There is one (1) in-person State rules meetings left for 2025. These are a fantastic opportunity to discuss the rules changes with me and your fellow umpires as well as get a local meeting in at the same time.  I highly encourage you to attend an in-person SRI meeting! If you prefer to attend an in-person state rules interpretation meeting, the schedule is as follows:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk187582269]Rescheduled for March 5, – Findlay – Donnell Middle School – 301 Baldwin Ave., Findlay

All meetings will begin at 6:00 PM in combination with Softball. At 6:00 pm the softball SRI meeting and the baseball local meeting will begin in separate rooms. Following these meetings, the Baseball SRI and softball local meetings will occur. By attending, you will be able to get credit for two meetings maximum (2 SRI meetings baseball and softball, 2 local meetings baseball and softball, or 1 state SRI and 1 local of the same sport) 

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed getting out and seeing all of you who have attended in-person meetings.  There has been some great discussions!

· Local on-line meetings – We will once again publish two local on-line meetings during the spring. The dates are to be determined but will more than likely be late March and Mid to late April.

· Clinics – Our last state clinic is this weekend in Rossford on Saturday, March 8th. This year we will again focus on the newer umpire; however, I encourage all umpires to attend to brush up on mechanics and rules.
To register for the clinics, please use the links below and submit payment per the instructions on the registration form:
· Saturday, March 8, 9:00-1:00 – Rossford High School, 28720 Lime City Rd, Perrysburg, OH  43551 Register here
The cost of each clinic will be $35 payable to the local organization organizing the clinic. This will cover the costs of running the clinic. This is an excellent opportunity to get evaluated and receive instruction from some of the best umpires in the state! Multiple umpires received regional assignments for the first time last year in part because of their clinic participation and the evaluations we received. A local meeting credit will be issued for attending.
Additional clinics are being held locally that you can also join. The ones that I’m aware of are as follows:
· March 8 – 10:00 – 1:00 (registration starts at 9:00) – Chieftain Center @ Logan High School, 14470 State Route 328, Logan, OH  43138; Cost – Free; Contact Phillip Lightfoot, ncaablu@yahoo.com to register or for questions
· March 9 – 9:00 am – 1pm (registration begins at 7:30)– Norton High School, 1 Panther Way, Norton, OH 44203 – Cost - $35.00, Contact Ron Fuller, rfuller7024@aol.com to register
· March 13 – 4-6:30 – no cost – Wapakoneta HS Baseball Field (1 W. Redskin Trail, Wapakoneta, OH  45895).  Register here

· Sub-Varsity re-entry exception – if you’ve attended an SRI meeting or watched the online SRI meeting, you are aware of the exception for sub-varsity contests (JV and below) that allows for a play to reenter an unlimited number of times regardless of if the player is a starter or a substitute.  Once a player has entered the lineup, they must remain in that spot of the lineup they were previously in when reentering the game. 

· NFHS Rules interpretations 2025 – NFHS has released their annual rules interpretation document .  This is a supplement to our rules and casebooks and a good thing to review and print out to keep with you.  

· Runners Lane Interference (RLI) 8.4.1g– This topic comes up every year about the NFHS interpretation of 8.4.1g.  The NFHS rule is written and enforced differently than other codes but must be enforced consistently.  The rule states the batter-runner is out when: …g. the batter-runner runs outside the three-foot running lane (last half of the distance from home plate to first base), while the ball is being fielded or thrown to first base; or 
1. This infraction is ignored if it is to avoid a fielder who is attempting to field the batted ball OR if the act does not interfere with a fielder or a throw. 
2. The batter runner is considered outside the running lane lines if either foot is outside either line.
This does not imply that if an out is recorded, we should ignore the interference.  We must remember the onus for running properly to first base is on the batter-runner.  When the batter-runner runs outside of the lane, on the same side as from where the fielder is throwing and creates interference with the ball being fielded or thrown, we must enforce this rule.  Additionally, this rule applies when the ball is being thrown from an area behind the batter-runner to 1st base.  This does not apply to a throw that is not coming from an area that is not behind the BR. 

There is a video at NFHS Learn that illustrates these infractions.  In both cases, the catcher had to adjust their position to make a throw around a runner that was outside of the running lane.  Although both throws were successful in retiring the BR, interference should be called and runners returned to the bases occupied at the time of interference.  In these cases, the time of interference occurs at the time of the throw.

· Quiz –Baseball Quiz 2025-1 – There were 178 responses at the time of this writing with an average score of 6.15/10.  Here are some highlights that need to be reviewed:
· Non-electronic play calling cards must be a solid color (not white or gray for the pitcher) and be worn on the wrist or forearm.  Rule 1-6-1
· Bench and field conduct – Rule 3-3
· 1st to 3rd base umpire mechanics
· The next quiz is being written and will be available in the next bulletin.
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