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Topics in this message –  

1) Thanks to the 174 umpires who attended our tournament clinic last weekend.  This 
event continues to grow as the attendance is now double what we expected in past 
years.  With more divisions and more three and four umpire system games in our 
tournaments this year we want to remind everyone that the information on these 
umpire systems can be reviewed at any time on our website.  Simply go to this link - 
https://www.ohsaa.org/Officiating/DOD.  Scroll down to the softball section and you 
will see these listed under Umpire Mechanics.  All of our past bulletins are available 
there as well. 

2) We have a team of dedicated volunteers serving as observers at many tournament 
games.  They are there to help you and have been asked to meet with you after your 
game.  They will offer comments both on what went well and what can be improved 
upon.  Please welcome their suggestions, have an open mind, and thank them for their 
efforts.  They are instructed not to become involved in rulings on the field. 

3) We continue to have questions on the default color for umpire pants in our tournament 
games.  There are no changes to our uniform requirements for 2025.  Please refer to 
page 20 of the White Book (the first sentence includes this information) and there you 
can also review all information available about future changes to the umpire uniform. 

4) Reminder - You have been invited to take part in the NFHS rules-writing process by 
completing the annual rules questionnaire.  This questionnaire is provided so the 
opinions of a national sampling of coaches and registered officials will be considered 
by the NFHS Sofftball Rules Committee.  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE QUESTIONNAIRE 
WILL CLOSE ON MAY 13, 2025.  To participate in the questionnaire process, please 
follow the link below to the Questionnaire menu and select the baseball sport link to 
complete the rules questionnaire.  You are not required to log in to take this 
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questionnaire.  We thank you in advance for your participation in this important 
process.  Please click the link below to find the menu to access the 
questionnaire: https://www.nfhs.org/sports-resource-content/nfhs-sport-
questionnaires  Contact: nfhswebmaster@nfhs.org if you have any questions. 

5) Umpire question: I was the base umpire on a game in which there clearly was 
thunder, but the plate umpire did not stop the game.  If something catastrophic had 
happened, would I have been held liable since deciding whether to stop the game was 
his responsibility.  Response: Both umpires are responsible for knowing and 
following the rules.  This is a clearly stated rule of the OHSAA.  Whenever thunder is 
heard or lightning is observed, the contest must be stopped and safety protocols must 
be initiated.  If something happened, BOTH UMPIRES might be held liable – do we 
want to wait for a court to decide this?  Safety is most important, and we need to be 
sure that we put this foremost in our minds.  Whether someone is hurt or not, in this 
situation both umpires would be subject to penalties imposed by the OHSAA.  This 
could include a fine, loss of regular season or tournament assignments or suspension 
of an official’s permit. 

 
6) Let’s take a deep dive into obstruction! 
 
Situation 1: Team A is at bat with R1 on second base and no outs. B2 hits a long fly ball 
that hits the fence in fair territory. As R1 is rounding third base, F2 is setup blocking 
home plate. As R1 nears home plate F2 moves in front of the plate to catch the incoming 
throw. After possessing the ball F2 moves back to a position where they are blocking 
home plate and tags R1 out as they are sliding into home plate. The umpire rules R1 out. 
Team A’s coach claims obstruction should have been called and R1 awarded home plate 
as F2 had been blocking the plate without possession of the ball. The umpire rules that 
R1 was not impeded by F2’s actions prior to them having possession of the ball and 
therefore there was no obstruction. RULING: Correct ruling. (2-35, 8-4-3b)  
Situation 2: Team A is at bat with R1 on second base and no outs. B2 drives a base hit up 
the middle that F8 fields cleanly. As R1 is rounding third base they are obstructed by F5 
between third base and home plate, the umpire signals obstruction. R1 continues toward 
home where they are tagged out easily by F2. The umpire rules a dead ball when R1 is 
tagged out between third base and home, announces the obstruction and places R1 back 
on third base, the base they would have reached in the umpire’s judgement had there been 
no obstruction. Team B’s coach believes that R1 was going to be obviously out and the 
obstruction should be cancelled and the runner be out at the plate. RULING: Correct 
ruling by the umpire. (2-35, 8-4-3b)  
 
Both of these plays center around obstruction. They both also bring up a point that is 
often present in NFHS Softball games, that being participants attempting to apply other 
organizations’ rules to an NFHS Softball game. Although it is often interesting to debate 
and discuss various rules across the multiple organizations that govern different levels of 
softball, it is critical that players, coaches and umpires have a clear understanding and 
application of NFHS Softball rules during an NFHS contest. Again, examining the 
different organizations rule wording, interpretations and discussions are great academic 
exercises and viewing plays that happened in other organizations then applying NFHS 
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Softball rules to them are incredibly powerful training tools. But a critical skill for all to 
gain is what umpires refer to as “knowing what is on your shirt” for each contest. This 
expression applies to making sure your mindset is using NFHS Softball rules and 
mechanics for an NFHS Softball game. It also applies to the verbiage, terminology and 
rule language used during the games. So, verbiage such as “access to the base”, “blocking 
the leading edge”, “runner would have clearly been put out” are all wording utilized in 
other organizations and would not apply to and should not be used in NFHS Softball 
games.  
 
With that in mind, let’s review NFHS Softball’s obstruction rule. First the definition of 
obstruction from Rule 2-35. Obstruction is the act of the defensive team member that 
hinders or impedes a batter's attempt to make contact with a pitched ball or that impedes 
the progress of a runner or batter-runner who is legally running bases, unless the fielder is 
in possession of the ball or is making the initial play on a batted ball. The act may be 
intentional or unintentional, physical or verbal.  
 
The first part is typically well understood, anytime a fielder hinders or impedes a batter’s 
attempt to make contact with a pitched ball it is obstruction. This is typically when a 
batter makes contact with the catcher’s glove while swinging at a pitched ball.  
 
The second part of this rule is the part that seems to have more difficulty around 
enforcement. A defensive player not in possession of the ball or not making the initial 
play on a batted ball is not allowed to impede the progress of a runner or batter-runner 
who is legally running the bases. Well, the real discussion and varied rulings come in 
determining if the runner or batter-runner was impeded. This determination is based on 
umpire judgement. Impeding is defined as delaying or preventing progress or movement. 
If a runner has to change direction due to the positioning of the fielder, for example if F5 
is on the corner of third base and the runner has to change direction to go around them 
and touch the center of the base instead of the inside corner they were aiming for that 
would delay or impede them and obstruction should be called. If a runner has to slow 
down to find a way to touch a base because a defender is blocking the base, that would 
delay or prevent them from touching the base impeding their progress and obstruction 
should be called. If the runner is impeded is the only real factor to consider when 
determining obstruction in NFHS Softball. Was the runner or batter-runner impeded by a 
fielder not making an initial play on a batted ball or prior to the fielder having possession 
of the ball? If they were impeded then obstruction is the proper call!  
 
There are a number of factors that lead to an umpire determining that the runner or batter-
runner was impeded. Often the fielders positioning will cause the umpire to have a 
heightened awareness of the potential for obstruction, but in NFHS Softball fielder 
positioning alone is NEVER a reason to call obstruction. Again in order for a fielder to be 
guilty of obstruction they must impede the runner or batter-runner.  
 
To take situation 1 above to an extreme case. If F2 is blocking the entire plate…sitting on 
the plate where no part of the plate is visible as R1 is rounding third base (60 feet away 



from home plate) and R1 continues running full speed along their chosen path, is this 
obstruction? NO, if R1 is not impeded there is no obstruction.  
 
Continuing, if F2 was blocking the plate and as R1 is 10 feet from home plate F2 moves 
and clears the plate area and R1 never hesitates, slows, changes their direction and they 
touch home plate, was there obstruction? NO, if R1 was not impeded there is no 
obstruction.  
 
One final thought, if F2 was blocking the plate and as R1 is 10 feet from home plate F2 
moves forward clears the plate and R1 was never impeded (no stutter step, not change in 
direction or speed, etc.), F2 then catches the thrown ball then moves back toward R1 
tagging them as they slide into home, was there obstruction? NO, again as described R1 
was not impeded prior to F2 having possession of the ball then there is no obstruction.  
 
Situation 2 is again bringing another rules code into an NFHS Softball game. Since R1 
was obstructed between third base and home plate they cannot be called out, with six 
exceptions, between the two bases where they were obstructed.  These exceptions are 
listed in Rule 8-4-3b1.  Being obviously out is not one of these exceptions, so when the 
runner is put out between the two bases they were obstructed the runner would be placed 
on the base the umpire judged they would have reached had there not been obstruction. 
 
 


