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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

¡ Thank you to our hosts and sponsors!
¡ Introductions

¡ Special welcome to all school and athletic  
administrators, as well as any school board members, 
state legislators, media and/or professional organization 
members

¡ OHSAA Staff:
¡ Updates & Introduction of those in attendance

¡ State Board of Directors and District Athletic Board 
members in attendance 

SCAN:
OHSAA Who To Contact 



¡ Travel Stipends:
¡ Paid to schools to assist with regional and state travel in select sports

¡ Total Paid in 2025-26: $1,543,000

¡ Past 5 Years of Payouts: $6.5 Million

¡ Athletic Enrichment Fund:
¡ 2025-26 Payout: $1,250 to member high schools regardless of success in any given 

tournament

¡ Past 4 Years of Payouts: $4.7 Million

¡ Travel support to continue with this school year at similar level

¡ Athletic Enrichment Fund donation dependent on financial results

DOLLARS TO SCHOOLS



OHSAA FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR 2025-2026
OHSAA Financials 2025-26 Last Year Increase/(Decrease)

Fall Sports $2,225,155 $1,565,998 $659,157 42%

Winter Sports $1,179,256 $1,214,574 ($35,318) -3%

Spring Sports ($732,849) ($911,002) $178,153 20%

Tournament Net Profits $2,671,562 $1,869,570 $801,992 43%

Other OperaBng Revenues $4,779,250 $4,589,350 $189,900 4%

Other OperaBng Expenses ($7,468,947) ($7,055,475) $413,472 -6%

Investments/Other $946,603 $813,868 $132,735 16%

Profit before DonaAon $928,468 $217,313 $711,155 327%

AthleBc Enrichment DonaBon ($1,016,500) ($1,012,500) ($4,000) 0%

Total Profit/(Loss) ($88,032) ($795,187) $707,155 -89%

Total Cash & Investments $17,694,574 $17,252,197
Months on Hand 8.6 8.5



Snapshot: Successes & Updates

45,000
Ohio coaches trained since 2021

27
State Team partners — 17 school districts & 
10 youth sport organizations

3
states replicating Ohio's model — 
Maryland, Indiana & Kansas

Funding renewed by the Ohio Department of Behavioral Health & Susan Crown Exchange — online trainings stay free through 
2029

A V A I L A B L E  N O W

Ohio Coach Survey Dashboard

Free, public survey results from 
6,350 coaches — browse by region 
or county.

Explore the dashboard →

L A U N C H I N G  I N  S E P T E M B E R

1. Ohio Statewide Student-
Athlete Survey
First-ever to hear how sport 
impacts young people and 
schools in Ohio

2. U.S. National Coach Survey 

https://lifesports.osu.edu/coach-beyond/access-the-ohio-coach-survey-dashboard/
https://lifesports.osu.edu/coach-beyond/access-the-ohio-coach-survey-dashboard/
https://lifesports.osu.edu/coach-beyond/access-the-ohio-coach-survey-dashboard/
https://lifesports.osu.edu/coach-beyond/access-the-ohio-coach-survey-dashboard/


2026-27 REMINDERS – SPORT ADDITIONS
¡ Girls Flag Football – Fully Recognized Sport

¡ Sport Regs Published in OHSAA Handbook 

¡ NEW for 26-27: No contact period; Non-Interscholastic Limitations

¡ 5v5, Maximum allowable contests: 12

¡ Tournament Schedule:

¡ Regional Tournament Begins – Sunday April 25

¡ Regional Finals – Sunday May 2

¡ State Finals – Saturday May 8, Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium

¡ Cheerleading* – Sponsored EVENT, in partnership with OASSA
¡ Fall State Championships (Game Day) – December 12-13, Licking Heights HS

¡ Winter State Championships (Building, Non-Building, Non-Tumbling/Non-Building, Hype) – February 20-
21, Big Walnut HS

¡ Continued Discussions Surrounding Fully Recognizing the Sport

*Not a fully 
recognized sport



2026-27 REMINDERS – DRONES



2026-27 REMINDERS – DRONES



2026-27 REMINDERS – DRONES



2026-27 REMINDERS – SPORT REGS. & MORE
¡ Offseason Regulations

¡ Be aware of sport specific permissions and start dates

¡ Several penalties issued due to schools beginning practices and scrimmages too early

¡ 6th graders are not permitted to participate with your 7th & 8th grade teams during season

¡ Tournament Entry Deadlines
¡ Ensure your entries are up to date so the DAB can accurately plan for sectional/district 

tournaments

¡ Deadlines listed online on ohsaa.org and through myOHSAA

¡ Return to myOHSAA as of July 1, 2026
¡ Staff Sync through FinalForms is still available

¡ New look coming in mid-September



MEMBER SCHOOL PETITION UPDATE 
¡ “Reflection of our member schools”

¡ Article 8-1-5, amendment considerations

¡ An amendment may be initiated by the Board of Directors or by petition signed by the principals of no less than 75 
member schools with a minimum of five signatures required from each district

¡ The following petitioners, Superintendents, Principals and Athletic Directors representing Aurora, Barberton, Brecksville-Broadview 
Heights, Copley, Highland, Hudson, Kenston, North Royalton, Nordonia, Mayfield, Medina, Revere, Solon, Stow-Monroe Falls, Twinsburg, 
and Wadsworth (collectively the Suburban League), desire to place the following amendment(s) on the referendum ballot in May 2027.



KRISTIN RONAI,
ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



HOW OHSAA RULES CHANGE

Constitution Article 8, Section 1 - Amendments to the Constitution & Bylaws

¡ Article 8-1-1, legislative action or court order

¡ Article 8-1-2, membership vote via referendum (Board approved items)

¡ Article 8-1-5, amendment considerations

¡ An amendment may be initiated by the Board of Directors or by petition signed by the 
principals of no less than 75 member schools with a minimum of five signatures required 
from each district.

¡ Article 8-1-7 requires petitions to be submitted to the Executive Director’s Office 
between August 1st and December 1st



PETITION: PUBLIC & PRIVATE SPLIT

¡ Petition attempts to separate historically occur approx. every 15 years 

¡ 1978, secured signatures for vote, defeated by a wide margin (83.9% to 16.1%) 

¡ 1993, secured signatures for vote, defeated in by a lesser margin (66.8% to 33.2%) 

¡ Discussions to propose separation in late 2000’s, which led to formation of 
Competitive Balance Committee in January 2010. Group recommended 
proposals in 2011, 2012 and 2013, which all failed, before the membership 
adopted current CB plan in 2014. 

¡ 2026, current petition to secure signatures for referendum vote in May 2027



PETITION: PUBLIC & PRIVATE SPLIT

Rationale Provided for 2026 Petition:
¡ The purpose of the referendum is to provide equal opportunities for all schools throughout the state of Ohio to compete 

for a state championship. The referendum seeks to work within the current divisional framework established by the 
OHSAA and its member schools. While Competitive Balance was adopted a number of years ago to keep the playing 
field equal, the current system has only pushed the inequities up into different divisions. The Suburban League’s view is 
that public schools have been placed at a competitive disadvantage when competing in OHSAA tournaments. 

¡ Currently 121 non-public schools, 691 public schools (812 total member schools)

¡ Only 4-5 other states in country separate.

¡ Not going to do deep dive into language or speculate on logistics at this point, 
but wanted to make membership aware.



PETITION: PUBLIC & PRIVATE SPLIT

¡ Only principals may sign
¡ If 75 signatures, with five from each district, are secured, petition language will be placed on 

May 2027 ballot for full membership vote. 

¡ If passed via referendum, full implementation would take place during the 2028-29 school 
year to align with the new two-year EMIS cycle. Competitive Balance process would end 
after 2027-28 school year. 

¡ The actual number of divisions in each sport would continue to be governed within 
General Sports Regulation 17, and left to the discretion of the OHSAA Board of Directors 
to annually address fluctuations to the number of teams, the logistics surrounding 
tournament site availability, etc. 



LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
¡ Summer 2027 is a budget bill year

¡ November through December 2026 could be interested depending on outcome of 
governor race

¡ HB 634 – Removal of All Transfer Regulations

¡ Tracking, but no recent conversations or hearings since sponsor testimony in March 2026

¡ HB 687 – Broadcast Bill

¡ Tracking, but no recent conversations or hearings since March 2026

¡ HB 661 & HB 745 – Opposing NIL Bills

¡ 661 looks to ban NIL while 745 looks to codify NIL permissions into state law

¡ Expecting conversations and activity to pick up after election season



SAM ACT – ORC 3313.5321
¡ Allows students attending public high schools to play 

sports at bordering school district if school of 
attendance does not offer sport

¡ Both Superintendents must agree to allow 
participation

¡ Students within a multi-HS district must petition to 
play at another school within district first

¡ Law relates solely based on where student attends 
school. District of residence does not matter

¡ Only applies to member high schools, not 7/8 grade 
schools

¡ SAM Act Students are Tier 1



SAM ACT – RESOURCES



Questions on rule changes or 
legislative issues?



RONALD SAYERS,
DIRECTOR OF ELIGIBILITY & TECHNOLOGY



2026-27 REMINDERS – BYLAWS
¡ 2026-27 is start of new EMIS Cycle

¡ Enrollments as of October 2025 approved in March 2026

¡ Utilized for Divisional Assignments during 2026-27 & 2027-28 school years

¡ Please double check CB rosters!

¡ Eligibility Requests

¡ Fall is the busy time for the eligibility department – 700+ rulings already completed

¡ Submit AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

¡ Requests are handled in the order they are received

¡ Waiting until the halfway point in the season to submit may result in students sitting out 
contests



2026 REFERENDUM REVIEW
¡ 8 of 9 High School Issues Pass (2B Failed 358-416, with 27 abstaining)

¡ 803 of 815 High Schools Cast a Ballot

¡ All 3 7th & 8th Grade Issues Pass

¡ 562 of 741 7th & 8th Grade Schools Cast a Ballot

¡ 7th & 8th Grade Reminders:

¡ Modification to Scholarship Hardship Exception

¡ Removed requirement for students to have been removed or withdrawn

¡ Modification to Age & Semester Exceptions

¡ Changed language from “any impact” to “significant impact”



2026 REFERENDUM REVIEW

¡ High School Reminders:
¡ School is considered to have offered the sport when they participate 

in a regular season contest (Important for SAM Act consideration)

¡ Modification to Scholarship Hardship Exception

¡ Removed requirement for students to have been removed or withdrawn

¡ Modification to Residency Exceptions 4 & 6
¡ Continuous enrollment starting in 6th grade for HS athletics, 4th grade for 7th & 

8th grade athletics



2026 REFERENDUM REVIEW: TRANSFER CHANGES

¡ New note within Bylaw 4-7-2

¡ Student who transfers and does not compete in any sports at new school may 
return to previous school without penalty

¡ Definition of Bona Fide Change of Residence

¡ Requires family to relinquish any and all responsibilities of previous home in order 
for exception to fully apply (sale, rent to non-family member, terminate lease, move 
to LLC)

¡ Bylaw 4-7-8, Superintendents MOU

¡ 95 processed as of August 27



NIL UPDATE
¡ New Bylaw 4-11-8 permits students to engage with athlete agents

¡ MUST be registered with Ohio Athletic Commission and follow ORC 4771

¡ As of August 28:

¡ 68 students engaged in deals

¡ Only two with “eye popping” deals

¡ Vast majority receiving commissions through referral codes

¡ Supplements, clothing, equipment, food, beverage are common compensation items

¡ Very little cash being provided directly to students

¡ Public School Students: 55     Private School Students: 13



Questions?



HAVE A GREAT 2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR!


