
TO:  «AthleticDirector1Name», Athletic Administrator for ID# «OhsaaSchoolId» 
«SchoolName», Head Football Coaches 

 
FROM: Beau Rugg, Director of Officiating and Football Administrator 
 Scott Kaufman, Director of Sport Administration and Operations, Charles Anderson, 

Manager of Officiating,  
 
RE: 2026 Weekly Word, Week 9 
 
Questions of the Week/Playoffs 

1. Seeds 5-8 will host week 11. Seeds 1-4 will host week 12. 
2. Representatives (Athletic Directors) from schools that are seeds 1-8 are required to be 

on a virtual meeting at 4pm on Sunday October 25. Meeting link and instructions will be 
emailed that morning. 

3. Here are the tournament regulations for your review: 2026 Football Tournament 
Regulations 

4. Drones will not be allowed during tournament games. 
 
Rules 

1. We all know that “stripping” the ball out is a great defensive play. The new 
technique is “punching” the ball out. Please read Rule 9, Section 4, Article 3-j. A 
defender “punching” the ball out is one thing. Look at this video, and realize what 
this looks like. A PLAYER IS VULNERABLE IF THEY ARE PUNCHING!  

 punch.ball.MP4 

Regulations/Bylaws 
1. OHSAA Bylaws and NFHS Rules prohibit us from changing officials decisions. 

However, if there are ejections for fighting or flagrant personal fouls, the 
suspensions may be reduced with video. Send it to me or Amanda Harding 
(aharding@ohsaa.org). 

 
Reminders 

1. It is that time of year for presentations. Remember NFHS Rule 3, Section 1, Article 6 
states that halftime must be a minimum of 10 minutes and no more than 20 minutes. I 
cannot grant permission to go beyond 20 minutes. There are ways to “stretch” the 
time, but you cannot put 25 minutes on the clock. 

2. The first coaching day for Girls Flag Football is February 15. 
3. Girls Flag Football Tournament: Round 1, Sunday April 25, 16 sites with 16 schools 

each. Regional Finals, Sunday May 2, 4 sites with 16 schools each. Finals at Benson 
Stadium, Saturday May 8. 
 

Video 
1. Your video clips are the best. Please send me any plays you wish! 
2. I will give you my honest opinion on any play you send. 

PLEASE EMAIL BEAU AT BRUGG@OHSAA.ORG WITH QUESTIONS 
GOOD LUCK WEEK 9! 
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